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This quarterly newsletter is dedicated to Helen. Happy Birthday. We love you. Always.

Greetings from Zambia!

The project is growing and prospering; thanks deeply to all who have shared in the work and the fun.
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Maanzi

Water: the basic resource of life on the planet, SSAAP works with various partners to bring water to
remote areas of Simwatachela and Siapatunya Chiefdoms, Southern Province, Zambia.

Previous water sources for various communiti es, prior to assistance with machine -drilled water wells
(6borehol esd) .

2| SSAAP QuarterlyNewsletter; Fall Edition XVIII



SSAAP works with its partner, Engineers Without Borders, Mississippi State University Chapter
(EWB-MSU) to bring water wells to communities in the chiefdom.

SSAAP has been workin g with SRR Drilling & Exploration Company, from Hyderabad, India, since
201406 on wells drilled with EWB -MSU partnership as well as SSAAP wells funded only through
SSAAP.

Before drilling a well, the community must apply through SSAAP via CAT (Community Ass essment
Tool , available via SSAAPOs website) and when
Together with Dr. Dennis Truax, Lead for EWB -MS U, Gi bson Sinandgombe,
counterpart, and myself, we determine which sites are in deepest need for a clean water source. We
also consider the community dynamics (number served, presence of a school, cooperation of the
community). We then visit the site for further research on its conditions.

At-present, SSAAP has 80+ applicants for clean wate r wells .
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Every year, Dr. Truax brings students to assist in the drilling process. The students come to Zambia,
learn the process of assessing new sites for potential well -drilling, drilling wells, and monitoring and
evaluating water in wells drilled from years past
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Visiting communities of wells drilled in past years (2014, 2015) is part of our signed contract with
communities in order to ensure that their community is functioning with a borehole committee, the
borehole committee has a fund for repairing/maintai  ning the well (part of the 25% community
contribution towards the well), and that the well is still functioning properly d with a protective
barrier (fence made of trees, bricks, etc.) around the water well to ensure no cattle, goats, pigs can enter
and contaminate the water. Pictured below, Dr. Truax at Siloonda Village, teaching the community to
listen for the sound of water to flow back into the casing from the aquafer. In areas where the water
table is significantly low, during the dry season (typically July 0 September) 0 such as in Siloonda
Village dthe communities have difficulty accessing enough water, even with the well, thus Dr. Truax
is teaching them to listen for the sound of the water filling from the ground so that they know when
they canbegin t o pump the hand pump again to access
water samples from the wells.
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